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doing jobs that have not been imagined yet.
People that live in little rural places, within a
matter of a few years, thanks in no small meas-
ure to the work that Al Gore has done to bring
the benefits of the Internet and computer tech-
nology to every classroom, every hospital, and
every library in America by the year 2000, they
will have access to things that no child in rural
America has ever known before. And that is
a wonderful thing. And our children will be
able to live their dreams more than any genera-
tion of Americans before them if, but only if,
we don’t forget what ‘‘brung’’ us, as we used
to say at home. [Laughter]

You know, my people come from a little place
in Arkansas that looks a lot like this. And I
was looking at the soybeans and the cotton and
the corn—needs a little water; we’ll pray for
that today—[laughter]—going down these fields
thinking about how wonderful it’s going to be
if the benefits of technology allow people to
enjoy the virtues and the strength and the joys
of rural life and still access the modern world.
That’s what I think is going to happen, as long
as we don’t forget what ‘‘brung’’ us.

And so you’ve given us a gift today. The
Scripture says, ‘‘Much is required from those
whom much is given.’’ Well, there may not be
any millionaires in this crowd today or many
millionaires that are members of these two small
churches, but you have shown us again the
meaning of those words. You have shown us
that we have more than we think and that we
can give more than we think. And therefore,

you’ve given us a chance to live the Scripture
today.

That’s why Tipper and I wanted to spend
our birthdays here. That’s why Al and Hillary
wanted to be with us. And let me say, that’s
why our children came too.

And I want to thank Reverend Donaldson’s
daughter for taking such good care of our chil-
dren. We have Karenna and Sarah and Albert
Gore, and our daughter Chelsea, are here, and
we’re all honored to be here with you today.

Every time you drive past one of these two
churches from now on you think about that.
When the two congregations got together, when
people began to reach across the lines that di-
vide us, when people began to reassert their
belief in the freedom of religion, every time
you do that you’re sticking up for what’s made
America great for over 200 years and you’re
standing up against what is tearing the heart
out of the rest of the world. This can be—
this day, this church, that church down the
road—a symbol of everything to you every time
you see it that makes America the greatest coun-
try in human history.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Rev. Donaldson’s wife,
Athalia; Rev. Vaughan’s wife, Marge; Representa-
tive John Tanner; Ned Ray McWherter, former
Governor of Tennessee; Lincoln Barnett, chair-
man, deacon board, Salem Missionary Baptist
Church; and Houston Gordon, Tennessee senato-
rial candidate, and his wife, Debbie.

Remarks in Jackson, Tennessee
August 19, 1996

Thank you very much. Thank you for the
‘‘Happy Birthday.’’ I have had a very happy
birthday in west Tennessee, and I thank all of
you for that. I thank you for coming out here.
This is a vast crowd; we never had any idea
there would be this kind of crowd here. They
said, ‘‘Well, Mr. President, we’ve got to go. We
need to be at the airport because we’re going
to have to shake hands with a few people who
will be there before we leave’’—a few thousand
people, or maybe not even a few thousand peo-

ple, several thousand people. I thank you all
for coming, very much.

Hillary and Chelsea and I have had a wonder-
ful time with Al and Tipper and Karenna and
Sarah and Albert. We did go out and work on
the church rebuilding today to give us some-
thing to do to remind ourselves that, as the
Scripture says, ‘‘To those to whom much is
given, much is expected.’’ And all of us have
a responsibility now as Americans to say we
don’t want our country to be like other countries
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where people fight with each other because of
their differences over race or religion or ethnic
group or tribal groups. There’s too much of
that in the world. America is going in the other
direction. We’re going to draw strength from
our differences and our shared values, and one
of those is the freedom of religion, and we re-
spect that, and we’re going to keep fighting for
it all the way.

Let me also tell you that I am very grateful
to the State of Tennessee for being so good
to me and to our administration. I thank Gov-
ernor McWherter and Congressman Tanner and
Mr. Purcell, all the others that are here, Lois
DeBerry, the other leaders of the legislature
and local government, people that have been
involved in our campaigns. But I cannot thank
you enough for the gift of friendship and service
that Al and Tipper Gore have been to the
United States while I’ve been President. You
have no idea, even in Tennessee, how much
difference they’ve made for America and for
the future.

There are many things I could say, but just
one thing I’d like to emphasize: Every year the
Gores have come back to Nashville to have a
family conference, to try to stand up for the
things that I’ve cared about a long time and
that Hillary has worked for for more than 25
years. And out of those family conferences have
come some very impressive things. We now have
a family and medical leave law that 12 million
American families have been able to take advan-
tage of, to take a little time off from work with-
out losing their job when there’s a baby born
or a sick parent, and that’s a good thing. And
we want to build on it.

We now have a law which says that we’re
going to put a V-chip in new televisions so that
parents can help to control the programming
their children see and now an agreement to
3 more hours of quality educational television
for our children on the networks of America.
And I thank them for that.

The other thing I’d like to say is back in
the election in 1992, Al Gore used to give a
little speech. I don’t know if you remember
it, but he said, ‘‘The problem in this country
is that everything that ought to be up is down,
and everything that ought to be down is up.’’
Do you remember when he said that? America
was laughing with him and rocking with him.
But I’ll tell you something, he’s got to change

his speech this time, because everything that
ought to be down is down, and the things that
ought to be up are up.

And I just want to tell you that for all of
you who have given us a chance to serve, you
should feel that you were a part of putting in
place a strategy that has cut the deficit by 60
percent, that has given us record exports, that
has continued to invest in education, in tech-
nology, and the future, that has brought this
deficit down, and that will balance the budget
without destroying our commitments to our sen-
ior citizens, to our children, to families with
disabilities through Medicare and Medicaid and
without requiring cuts in education and pro-
tecting the environment. We are going to go
into a future with a strong economy, where
there are more good jobs and where we’re grow-
ing together in the 21st century because of the
policies that you have supported.

And I just want to ask you in the weeks
and months ahead to go out and be a good
citizen, talk to your friends and neighbors and
ask them, what do you want America to look
like when we reach the 21st century—it’s just
4 years away—what do you want America to
look like when your children are your age? It’s
not that far away. We’ve got to build an America
where every single solitary person, every boy
and girl, without regard to their race, their in-
come, their station in life, has a chance to live
out their dreams. We’ve got to build an America
strong enough to protect ourselves and to lead
the world for peace and freedom. And as we
saw at those churches today—one white, one
black, both burned and brought together—we
have got to build an America where we’re com-
ing together, not being driven apart the way
so many other countries are. That’s the way
to go into the future, and that’s what we’re
going to do.

Thank you, God bless you, and thank you
for a happy birthday. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:12 p.m. at
McKellar-Sipes Airport. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Bill Purcell, majority leader, and Lois
DeBerry, speaker pro tempore, Tennessee House
of Representatives.
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